NOTES  ON  ALUA’S  2010  AGM  

Tuesday, June 22nd, 2010, at 7.30 p.m. at the Station Café, Alton

Present:   

SWT : Christine Porteous, Station Manager, Alton

ALUA Committee Members :  Christopher Campbell (Chairman), 

David Jones (Vice-Chairman), Paul Barber, Daniel Hill, Diane McKay, 

Michael Mitchell, Jonathan Riddell, Mike Roberts, Brian Thomas.

8 other ALUA members

Apologies:

            Rt Hon Michael Gove, PC, MP (Surrey Heath)

Mike Hedderly (Rail Officer, Hampshire County Council)

_______________

(1)  Mike Roberts (Aldershot) welcomed the Chairman, Chris Campbell, and reminded the meeting that it was just over 50 years ago, in March 1958, that Chris began his successful campaign to re-open the ‘Bluebell’ (Sheffield Park to Horsted Keynes) line.  It was after many similar campaigns (summarised in The Alton Herald on July 31st 2009) that ALUA was formed in 1974, and today Chris and Brian Thomas are the only remaining members of its original Committee.  
(2)  Report of 2009 AGM (circulated) –   Approved nem con
(3)  The Chairman (Chris Campbell) welcomed members, and signalled his intention to stand down in 2011 after 20 years in that post. He used the occasion to stress ALUA’s urgent need for new members, especially regular commuters familiar with the day-to-day problems of the line.  As the provision of double track between Farnham and Alton is now unlikely before 2015, a short section of new track near Wrecclesham Bridge would do much to meet complaints from Alton passengers about extended journey times, especially delays caused by many of the “down” trains simply sitting around at Farnham…. This is especially true of late running trains.   This will be raised at the next ALUA/SWT meeting at Woking on July 8th.
(4)  Treasurer’s Report :  Circulated and approved nem con.   The balance as at 31 March 2010 is £741.44.

(5)  Committee:      The following were elected to serve for 2010-2011 :

         Chairman : Chris Campbell

         Vice-Chairman :  David Jones


         Correspondence Secretary :  Paul Barber

         Treasurer :  Diane McKay

         Station Representatives :      Alton        –      Chris Campbell, Paul Barber, 

                                                                                Diane McKay                                                                                     

                                                                                Michael Mitchell 

                                                                  Bentley     –       Brian Thomas

                                          Farnham   –       Jonathan Riddell

                                                                              Aldershot  –      Barry Jones 

                                                                                                        Mike Roberts  

                                           
                  Ash Vale   –      Daniel Hill

The Chairman welcomed Barry Jones on his election to the Committee and renewed his appeal to members to do all they could to boost ALUA’s membership.  Regular commuters who travel at peak hours would be particularly welcome.  He reminded the meeting that the subscription is unchanged at £3 p.a.  

(6)   Any Other Business

(a)  Christine Porteous gave a detailed report on the recent and very welcome refurbishment of Alton Station, which is now nearing completion and which will do much to enhance its efficiency and appearance. The future development of the area as a whole, however, which could include the building of a supermarket nearby, is still in the planning stage.  In the meantime the abolition of the short (20-minute) waiting area is much resented.  

Christine was thanked by the Chairman and members both for her report and for her dedication and unremitting work on behalf of all the passengers who use Alton Station, not least those with disabilities. 

(b)  Having regard to the criticism of the recent time restriction imposed on holders of “super-save” tickets returning from Waterloo, it was reported that in one part of the Eastern Division (the lines serving Liverpool Street and Stratford) that restriction has been temporarily lifted.
(c) In a discussion about the condition of train toilets at certain times of the day, 

Mike Roberts pointed out that, legally, if two toilets on any one train are not functioning, that train should not run.

__________

The Chairman then closed the meeting and thanked all members and speakers for their attendance and contributions.

BT

[ Since these Notes were drafted Brian Thomas has agreed to serve additionally as Minutes Secretary.  This will be reported to the Committee at its next meeting on July 6th….]

